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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THE CONSID- 
ERATION OF ARMINIANS. 

Brethren, you have been led to adopt the opinion, 

that the eternal welfare of men depends on the use 
which they make of their moral agency, during the 
few moments of this temporal state of being. By 
adopting this sentiment, vou have avoided the ab- 
surd and inconsistent doctrine of particalar election 
and reprobation. ‘To you it appears altogether in- 
idmissible, that our wise and good Creator should, 
from all eternity, predestinate some of the human 
family to everlasting happiness, and others to end- 
less misery ; because, as you justly think, this makes 
him not only partial, but infinitely cruel. But is it 
entirely clear that you do not embrace notions 
equally exceptionable ? As it respects the grand 
result, you agree with our Calvinistic brethren, that 
some of the human family will be endlessly happy 
and the rest miserable. This you hold as a certain- 
ty, which cannot be avoided. But if it be certain 
that some will be for ever happy and others for ever 
miserable, why does it make the matter any wayse 
io admit that our Creator decreed it should be so = 
In order to have a clear view of this subject, sup- 
pose that what you call the day of judgment is past, 
and the righteous are received to favour and the 
wicked sent away into perdition; now look on the 
whole concern of both the happy and the miserable, 
what difference could there have been, had God, 
from all eternity, predestinated all parts of this great 
whole just as it now is? It certainly could not have 
made it any worse for the unhappy, or taken any 
thing from the enjoyment of the blessed, 

Will you say, that the supposition, that God fore- 
ordained the whoje system with all its parts, as it 
makes him the sole author of the whole, would not 
reflect that honour on the divine character, that it 
does to rest these eternal things on the agency of the 
treature? But this you will see at once is an egre- 
cious error ; for it supposes that God was incapable 
of ordaining all things so entirely for his glory, as 
they turn out to be, being directed by the agency of 
man! 

We may be more particular. Look at the right- 
eous in glory. They contemplate their felicity in 
relation to the divine economy. They know that 
the Creator, whom they adore and praise, exactly 
according to the views which they entertain of his 
character, did not absolutely determine that they 
should enjoy him for ever, but gave them an oppor- 
tunity to secure to themselves this felicity, or to 
plunge themselves into everlasting wo. With this 


view, would the blessed in heaven more highly 





esteem the goodness of God than they would if they 
knew that they owed to the divine economy every 
possible circumstance which secured to them the 
inheritance of everlasting life ? 

On the other hand ; is God to be glorified m the 
condemnation of the wicked ? This you contend 
for. Then is it not clear, that in order for his glory 
to be complete, it must be understood and known 
that his wisdom ecutrived every part of the whole 
scheme ? 

But perhaps you will contend that it is necessary 
for the wicked, in misery, to know and realize that 
God did not predestinate them to their endless con- 
demnation, but that he gave them a day of grace, 
and means to improve it to their advantage; all 
which they have neglected to their own damage. 
Well, allow you this; but let me ask, why is it ne- 
cessary for the wicked to know all this? You must 
answer, either to make them think worse of the 
Creator, or better. You answer, Yes, to make them 
think well of the Creator, and to justify him in his 
ways. But here again you fall into an absurdity ; 
for this supposes that means are used in hell to make 
the miserable think well of God. This will una- 
voidably reconcile them to him! 

Brethren, if you will candidly consider the fore- 
going suggestions, it is believed it may prepare your 
minds for a profitable consideration of the following 
queries respecting certain passages of holy writ. 
As recorded, Gen. xii. 3. Ged promisedAbraham 
that in him all the families of the ear uld be 
blessed. Compare this with Gal. iii. 8, “And the 
Scriptare, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the cospel 
unto Abraham, saying, in thee shall all nations be 
blessed.” The evident amount of these two pas- 
sages is this; Almighty God promised Abraham 
that in him all the families of the earth should be 
blessed with justification through faith. Now if you 
believe that all, who are blessed with justification 
through faith, are heirs of immortal happiness, must 
you not allow the doctrine of Universal Salvation to 
be tue? And you are requested to consider the 
question, whether it be possible to reconcile the fore- 
going promise of Almighty God, with your view of 
man’s agency? What is the difference between 
God’s promise and his predestination ? It must be 
erroneous to contend that God has not predestina- 
ted the thing which he has absolutely promised. If 
man’s justification depended on his moral agency 
and not on the purpose of the Creator, how should 
it belong to God to promise that all the families of 
the earth should be justified ? The prophet David 
says. Psa. xxii. 27, “ All the ends of the werld shall 
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remember, and turn unto the Lord; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.” 
Now Jesus says, “the Scriptures cannot be bro- 
ken.” But observe, here is a prophecy concerning 
what all people will do. They shall return to the 
Lord, and worship before him. Are you willing to 
contend, that all the ends of the earth have power, 
instead of turning to the Lord, to rebel for ever 
What then 
And let me further ask, how the pro- 
phet could, with safety, testify in this way, without 


against him ? would become of this 


prophecy ? 
expressing any uncertainty ot 
turning to the Lord depended not on the divine 
purpose, but on the agency of man? In Psa. Ixxxvi. 
9, 10, we thus read; “ All nations whom thou hast 
anade shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; 
for thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou 
art God alone.” Here again the quere suggests it- 
self: If he, who is God alone, had not determined 
that all the nations whom he had made should come 
and worship before him, but had given to them a 
moral agency to rebel against him for ever, how 
could the prophet safely say, that all nations whom 
God has made shall come and worship before him ? 
The reason which the prophet assigns for his asser- 
tion is, “ For thou art great, and doest wondrous 
things ; thou art God alone.” But why should this 
be assigned as a reason why all nations whom God 
has made should come and worship betore him, and 
glorify his name, if we allow that he has given to all 
nations an agency, which they can employ in ever- 
lasting rebellion ? 

The absolute, unconditional promises of God, evi- 
dently regard the purification of the hearts of sin- 
ners, which should be admitted as evidence to prove 
that our purification depends on the divine will, 
See Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 
“ Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 


rather than on our agency. 
ke. 
and ye shall be clean ; from all your filthiness, and 
fiom all your idols, will I cleanse you. And anew 
heart - I give you, and a new spirit will I 
put wit ou; and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart 
of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 
my judgments, and do them.” That you may clear- 
ly understand the nature of the subject which I wish 
you to consider, I will here ask you, How can you 
reconcile these unconditional promises with your 
views of human agency ? 

God said to a sinful, idolatrous people, “I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean.” If their being made clean, depended not on 
the will or purpose of God, but on their wills, why 
should the Divine Being, who had made them such 
moral agents, promise to cleanse them without con- 
sulting their dispositions respecting it? Why does 
God inform them that he will give them a new 
heart, and take their stony heart out of their flesh, 
if he had given them an agency to prevent his doing 
this? And why does God tell them that they shall 
walk in his statutes, &c. if it were to be left to them 
to do so, or not ? 

Brethren, you will not forget that the current tes- 


conditionality, if 


timony of the New Testament is in perfect acco, 
ance with what we have quoted from the Old. s, 
Eph. i. 4, 5, “ According as he hath chosen ns 
him before the foundation of the world, that » 
should be holy, and without blame before bin » 
love: having predestinated us to the adoption o 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according ; 
the good pleasure of his will.’ Verses 9, 10, Hp. 
ving made known unto us the mystery of his wy!) 


according to his good pleasure, which he hath pur 


posed in himself; that in the fulness of times | 
might gather together in one all things in Chr« 
both which are in heaven and which are on eaytj 
If our heavenly Father predestiy 

ted the apostles before the foundation of the world, 
that they should be holy before him in love ; ay \ 
he made known to them that he would, in the dj: 
pensation of the fulness of times, gather together i] 


even in him. 


things in Claist, how is it reasonable to suppos 

that he has submitted all these great events to th 
disposal of an agency in man, which may or may 
not conform to his will ? 

If you duly consider all these suggestions, \ 
will perceive that you are under no necessity of ¢ 
nying the divine predestination, in order to ayou 
what appears to be cruel in the Calvinistic ex 
for the Divine purposes, as above proved, entire) 
exclude the idea that any of the human family ay 
predestinated to a state of endless misery, and clear 
ly show that the gospel of Jesus Christ is designed, 
in the counsels of our merciful Redeemer, to etiect 
the final purification and everlasting happiness 
all the ends of the earth. 

—p>—. 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 

We insert the following communication witho 
claiming to have any knowledge of the facts, ex 
cept what that affords ; and if any reply is wished: 
be made to it, a place will be afforded to it with 
equal cheerfulness. If, however, this statement s 
correct, which we have no reason to doubt, it will 
be perceived that the authority of orthodoxy is still 
maintained with 
original rigour. 


no inconsiderable share of 1% 
This proceeding may perhaps a 
ford some explanation of what certain sectarian: 
mean by “ anathemas of universal love.” The gre.’ 
sin of Mr. Dodge seems to be, that he had a mo: 
enlarged view of the promises and the goodness « 
God, than the narrow rules of orthodoxy adm 
The offence does not appear to have been a want ¢ 
faith, but an ercess of faith; Mr. D. seems to ha’ 
believed too much. Were we not accustomed 
these things, it would appear extraordinary indeed, 
when it is universally admitted that ald mankind at 
sinners, and that none can hope for salvation bw 
through the mercy and goodness of God, that " 
should be deemed a sufficient ground for excommu 
nicating a person from the pale of Christianity, & 
far as that can be done, because he is not willing t 
Limit this merey,—and believes that a God of infimt: 
goodness is both able and willing to make all his off- 
spring happy. 

FOR THE INQUIRER. 





Behold, all ye that love God and your Bible, 0’ 
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hear the lamentation (not of Jeremiah,) but of Ne- 
hemiah. After labouring more than thirty years as 
a minister of our Loid Jesus Christ, ever since I 
was nineteen years of age, among the Baptist de- 
aomination of Christians ; owned of my brethren, 
and | think owned of God ; Lam at length, in ad- 
vanced life, excommunicated from the Church in 
New-London! Not for any immorality pretended, 
or complained of, as yet, (whatever complaints may 
hereafter grow out of the above root.) The accu- 
sation for which T was excluded, was “for departing 
from the faith of the Church.” The tenth article of 
the Chuich creed contains the faith which the 
Church says I have departed from. The article is 
worded thus, as near as I can remember,—* We be- 
lieve all the wicked will finally endure the eteinal 
wrath of God.” My belief is, that all mankind are 
wicked; and if the above article is correct, I think 
the consequence must inevitably be, universal dam- 
nation to all the human family, without a single 
exception. 

Here follows the copy of a letter I sent to the 
Church, which is considered conclusive evidence of 
my tinbelief of the article for which I was disowned 
ind excluded from the Church. 

New- London, Jan. 17, 1823. 
TO THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN THIS CITY. 

Dear Brethren and Sisters.—Your Committee 
alled on me last week, wishing to know my mind 
in regard to the Church, and also in regard to doc- 
trine. I have enjoyed many times of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, while amongst you. 
“T now stand and am judged for the hope of the 
jromise made of God unto our fathers, unto which 
promise all that serve God, hope to come ; for which 
hope’s sake I am accused of my brethren.” Acts 
«xvi. 6,7. You and I profess to be looking for fur- 
ther light, and are under covenant obligation to let 
it shine before each other, whenever we receive it 
from the Bible. I think I have received a little 
further light ta regard to the promise of God made 
into the fathers, since I have preached to you; I 
now take the liberty of letting it shine before you, 
m answer to the query made by your committee. 
In Gen. xii. 3. the promise was made sure to all the 
families of the earth. Gen. xviii. 18. made the pro- 
mise sure to all the nations ef the earth. Acts iii. 
25. secures the blessed promise to all the kindreds 
of the earth. I long thought these promises regard- 
ed temporal blessings bestowed upon all nations, 
families and kindreds of the earth, and also a Sa- 
vieur to those who would receive him, &c. I am 
now convinced, by close attention to Gal. iii. 8. and 
Acts iit. 26. that the promise was a gospel promise, 
preached by the great God himself unto Abraham. 
That the blessings promised, were Jesus, the un- 
speakable gift of Ged, and justification through 
faith. Also, that Jesus was sent “to turn away 
every one from their iniquities.” In 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
I am required “to be ready always to give the rea- 
son of my hope, &c.” In obedience I say, the rea- 
son I hope for salvation, is, the promise of God 
made unto the fathers. The reason I hope every 
one will be turned away from his iniquities, is, be- 











cause God sent Jesus for that purpose ; and there 
is no doubt in my mind but the object of his mis- 
sion will be accomplished. I hope to see all na- 
tions whom God has made, come and worship be- 
fore him, and glorify his name, because he has pro- 
mised they shall. Psa. Ixxxvi. 9. Rev. xv. 4, &e. 
I know of no material difference between myself 
and predestinarian Baptists in general, save this 
particular. Wherever sin has, or may abound, I 
hope grace has, or will much more abound, Rom. 
v.20. IT hope God may direct you ia all your de- 
liberations, and turn away every one of us from our 
iniquities. TI am conscious that no disaffection to- 
ward any person, or people in the world, has occa- 
sioned or produced this hope, or led to any altera- 
tion of mind in me. I shudder at the thought ot 
being found fighting against God, Acts v. 38, 39, 
for this reason I dare not limit the promise of God 
made to the fathers, the foundation of St. Paul’s 
hope. For when all nations, all the families and 
all the kindreds of the earth are turued away from 
their iniquities, there shall be no more death, sor- 
row, nor crying, but the Kingdom shall be given up 
to the Father. Then shall God be all in all. May 
God give us understanding in his reign of grace, 1s 
the hearty prayer of yours, affectionately, 
N. DODGE. 

The above was deemed so corrupt, that not a 
moment’s space for repentance could be allowed ; ¢ 
vote of exclusion was instantly passed. I told the 
Committee, when they came to manifest their com- 
plaint, that I was glad they had no cause to accuse 
me of departing from the GOSPEL; that my crime 
was no greater than departing from the faith of the 
CHURCH, in one article which I did not think in ac- 
cordaace with the Bible. 

The loss of friends was always a matter of lament- 
ation to me, and more especially when I am called 
to part with thousands at one stroke, for simply be- 
lieving my Bible, and risking my hope upon the 
same promise that St. Paul predicated his hope 
upon, Acts xxvi. 6,7. IT lament to think, that old 
experienced Christians, who have been long ac- 
quainted with their Bibles, can see no propriety in 
making a distinction between what God may justly 
do with us, considered in our own personal charac- 
ter and desert, and what God will in fact do with us, 
as united to a Mediator ; and one with him by di- 
vine constitution in a federal sense. The voice of 
divine justice, without regard to an atonement, or a 
Mediator, says, God “ will by no means clear the 
guilty ;” that “ cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the law todo 
them ;” that “ the wicked shall be turned into hell ;” 
that they were foreordained to this condemnation ; 
that these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: and there are many more texts in accord- 
ance with the above. The voice of the gospel shows 
what God will in fact do with us, considered in cov- 
enant union with Christ and one with him. This 
says, “I, even I, will blot out their iniquities for 
mine own sake ;” that “he laid on hum the iniqui- 
ties of us all ;” that “ behold I bring you good ti- 
dings of great joy, whioh shall be unto all people :” 
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that “ he would not that any should perish, but that 


’ and there are ma- 


all should come to repentance :’ 
ny more texts of the same import with these. I 
conclude by saying, “ Father, forgive them, they 
know not what they do.” 
— — 
(GP ANOTHER VICTIM, 
Not to Juggernaut, but to delusions nearer home. 
A Mrs. P , of Vernon, in this State, a widow, 
with a numerous family of children, has been thrown 
into a state of delirium by the pious labours of the 
renowned Asahel .Vettleton, the man who has rashly 
and impiously called himself “ Jesus Christ.” The 
circumstances which led to the sacrifice of this vic- 
tim to superstition, so far as we have been able to 
ascertain them, appear to be more presumptuous 
and reprehensible than those of any other case 
which has come to our knowledge. Having several 
times called on the family, and by his usual arts 
succeeded in destroying the peace, arousing the 
fears, and nearly throwing the mind of Mrs. P. into 
distraction, Mr. N. called again to complete the 
work so happily begun; with a frightful and phren- 
zied stare, he fixed his eyes on the different mem- 
bers of the family, and then, with all imaginable 
sanctimonious solemuity, exhibited a book, we be- 
heve the Bible, and informing Mrs. P. that it con- 
tained the names of the elect, and that he woud 
read from it the destinies of her family ; he pro- 
ceeded to repeat the names of two of the family, 
which had actually, or apparently been written in 
the Book. The residue of the family, including 
herself, not being of the elect, were vessels of wrath, 
destined to eternal destruction—they wee to be 
placed on the left hand, and to receive the awful 
sentence, “ Depart, ye cursed,” &c. This scene 
was too much for the excited and half distracted 
mind of the poor woman. [t was a shock, which 
quite extinguished, and perhaps for ever, the feeble 
and glimmering light of reason: mental darkness 
and delirium ensued. Mrs. P. has been visited by 
one or more of the physicians from this city, and is 
represented to be in a state of settled and confirmed 
delirium. It is the advocates of such practices and 
delusions as these, who have studied out “ many in- 
ventions” to raise money to support missions for the 
purpose of converting the heathen. Are we not 
told that charity begins at home; and as long as 
such dark and demoniacal delusions as these pre- 
vail ameng us, would it not be well to keep our 
money and missionaries at home? There is work 
enough in our own enlightened country for many 
kabourers in the intellectual world, to dispel the 
clouds of darkness, to resist the desolating progress 
of fanaticism and folly, to diffuse the light of truth, 
to “ vindicate the ways of God to man,” and un- 
fold the goodness of divine providence. Rel. Ing. 
—— 
IMMOLATION AT HOWRAH. 
To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 
Knowing that you are a Philanthropist, I beg leave 
to inform you that directly opposite to Fort William, 
and not above 100 yards to the southward of the late 
41. William Jones’ dwelling house at Seebpore, on 





Monday morning at gun-fire, a widow, the mothe, 
a large family, was put on a pile of combustib}; s, 
and burned to death, attended with circumstaners 
of cruelty at which human nature shudders, which | 
shall endeavour to describe partly as seen by mysely. 
and as I was informed by others. 

On Friday the 11th instant, about noon, an old 
Brahmin died, and at the time of his death, was pos- 
sessed of considerable riches, and had two wives, on, 
of whoin was many years younger than the other, and 
by each of these wives he had a large family of chil. 
dren, boys and girls, now living. The moment this 
man expired, his eldest son, heir to all his property, 
posted off to Allypore, and applied to C. R. Barwell, 
Esq. Magistrate of the suburbs of Calcutta, for a 
license to burn his own mother and his step mothe; 
with the body of his father; but it appears M, 
Barwell, then granted license for one wife only 
the eldest, to be burned. Confident, however, tha 
by another application leave would be obtained ty 
burn the other wife also, the pile was raised, and 
every preparation made to burn them both on tly 
following day at noon, but at the haur of noon on 
Saturday no license from Mr. Barwell for the de- 
struction of the youngest woman had arrived, a 
no license was granted during the whole of t 
day. 

The news of this rather novel circumstance soon 
spread along Seebpore and Howrah, and thousands 
of people of all descriptions were assembled to lean 
the particulars, and to many of them, and to me, th: 
family and Brahmin friends voluntarily confessed 
that either both wives must be burned or neither of 
them could be burned, as the one for whom the licens: 
was obtained had declared that she would not be 
burned alone. 

On Sunday, circumstances remained just thy 
same as on Saturday, for Mr. Barwell was inilex 
ible, and no license to burn the youngest wit 
could they obtain from hit, notwitistanding the) 
had used every art, artifice and invention, which 
the craft and cunning of a Brahmin could coo- 
ceive. 

On Sunday, as on Saturday, crowds of peopl 
were in attendance from morning till night, and to 
all the Europeans who enquired, the declaration ol 
the deceased’s family, and attending Brahmin, wer 
the same, that the one wife eould not be bummed 
alone, she having dissented therefrom, and great 
hopes began now to be entertained by the humave, 
that Mr. Barwell’s firmness would save them both; 
but the poor creatures were all this time from the 
moment their husband had breathed his Jast, 00 
Friday afternoon, kept locked up and not allowed to 
taste a morsel of victuals of any description, and the 
hope which had been entertained of their being 
saved from the flames was gradually damped by the 
fear that both would be starved to death by thei 
merciless keepers. 

On the following morning, Monday the 14th inst. 
at gun fire, notwithstanding the previous repeated 
acknowledgements and confessions of the attending 
Brahmin and the family and friends of the deceased, 
that they could not burn the one wife alone, at the 
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selected period when they thought few eyes would 


be open to view their proceedings, the elder woman 
was dragged from her prison of starvation, made to 
mount the pile, and clasp the putrid carcase of her 
so long deceased husband in her arms, the stench 
from which at the time was intolerable. Two thick 
ropes, previously prepared, were then passed over 
the bodies, and two long levers of bamboo crossing 
each other were likewise employed to pinion her 
down, the unconsumed four ends of which are sull 
to be seen on the spot. 

All things being thus arranged, the oldest son and 
heir, Who was to sucéeed to the property, set fire 
tv the pile, which speedily burnt and consumed his 
own mother, and at this act, it is said that he tr- 
umphantly exulted. 

The uther poor woman being still kept in confine- 
ment, and no nourishment supplied, is now seized 
with delirium, and afew hours more will no doubt 
end her existence, actually starved to death. 

Who are they, who can read this statement with- 
out being filled with horror and disgust? And who 
are they, who can with ease avert and prevent siuni- 
Jar occurrences, who ought to hesitate a moment ? 

A FRIEND TO HUMANITY. 

Calcutta, Oct. 16, 1822. 

REMARKS. 

The writer of the above account of the “ Immo- 
lation at Howrah,” says, “The mother of a large 
family, was put ona pile of combustibles, and burnt 
to death, attended with circumstances ot cruelty at 
which human nature shudders.” To this account 
we say, men! Not to the abominable proceed- 
ings, but to the expression of horror and disgust at 
such cruelty. But what of all this? Does this excite 
commiseration ? This woman probably suffered, at 
the longest, five minutes from the fire! If this is 
“cruelty at which human nature shudders,” what 
shall we say of that nature which will rejoice and 
clap hands, and shout for joy, to see the dearest 
relatives and friends, roasting throughout the waste- 
less ages of an eternity! There is no comparison. 
The difference between a flea-bite, and the anguish 
the poor heathen mother suffered in being burned 
todeath, can be estimated. But, to compare five 
minutes suffering, with an interminable wretched- 
ness, would be puerile to the last extreme! 

It is cruel, is it? Human nature shudders—It 
ought to shudder in contemplating the wretch, who 
dares arrogate to himself any nature above that of 
an infernal, while he consigns his friends and kin- 
dred to an interminable hell ! 

Reader, the following sentence is found in a book 
called the Bible. If you never saw it, it is high time. 
Look at it—{Gr* OUR GOD, IS THE GOD OF 
SALVATION!” The god of endless wretched- 
ness, despair, and death, we reject with horror and 
shuddering inexpressible ! 

tien 
YOUNG’S LETTERS. 

We have repeatedly been requested to publish 
some of the “ Letters to a friend, by Joseph Young, 
u.v.” This little book was first published in this 
sity, in 1793, by Samuel Campbel, Hanover Square. 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 








344i 








Presuming our readers, generally, have never seen 
this, we comply with the request of our friend, &c. 
LETTER L 

TO A FRIEND. 

My Dear Sir—When IT had the pleasure of con- 
versing with you, a few evenings ago, I stated a 
few propositions, tending to analyze the doctrine of 
the eternal duration of hell torments; so as to have 
the subject comprised in a small compass, on a few 
self evident principles. But as the subject is of 
great importance, involving in its discussion and 
decision, the just or erroneous opinion we are to 
form of the moral character of the Deity; that is, 
whether we shall believe that the Deity has crested 
millions of human beings, Knowtng with certainty, 
before he brought them into existence, that they 
would prove incorrigible sinners, incur his divine 
displeasure, and that he, in consequence, should 
consign them to eternal punishment in the regions 
of misery and wo: 

Or, whether he created them with the benevolent 
design or wish that they might all be eventually 
happy, knowing that he had sufficient abilities to 
fulfil his gracious intention. I would beg leave to 
state the following queries: viz. 

Query I. When the Deity conceived the design 
of creating, or causing so many millions of human 
beings to exist, did he wish or destgn that they 
should all be eventually happy ? Or did he not wish 
them final happiness ? 

Quere. Il. Did he know what their future con- 
duct in this life would be ? 

Quere III. Was he possessed of a sufficient de- 
gree of wisdom to form a vlan whereby the whole 
human race might be rescued from eternal misery ? 

Quere IV. Had he a sufficient degree of power 
to execute his plan, and save the whole human race 
from eternal perdition ? 

If it be granted, as I conclude it must be, thae 
the Deity was so benevolent as to wish that the 
whole human race might be eventually happy ; 

That he knew before hand what the conduct of 
each individual would be ; 

That he had wtsdom enough to forma plan te 
effect his gracious design ; 

And a sufficient degree of power to execute his 
plan and save the whole human race from eternal 
perdition: then— 

Quere V. What power, or combination of powers 
can frustrate the designs of the omnipotent Jehovah, 
and drag these beings to endless perdition, which he 
intended should be eventually happy ? 

Quere VI. What degree of credit are we to give 
to the opinion of those who tell us, that notwith- 
standing the infinite goodness, wisdom, and .4l- 
mighty power, of the Deity are engaged to save the 
whole race, vast numbers of them must, neverthe- 
less, be irrecoverably consigned to the devil, to be 
tormented by him to the endless ages of eternity ? 
Nay, there are many who allege that the posterity 
of Adam are brought into being, with a natural and 
moral capacity of doing any good; but with a 
strong propensity, and infinite power to doevil. In 
consequence of which disposition and power, every 
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sin which they commit is an infinite evil, and every 
subsequent transgressien which they commit, be- 
mg also an infinite evil, the sum total becomes infi- 
nitely infinite; rendering the miserable culprit 
justly liable to eternal punishment, for acting agree- 
ably to the constitution and propensities of his 
nature, with which the Deity impelled him into 
existence. 

Quere VII. Is it not impious to suppose, that an 
infinitely good and merciful God, should bring into 
existence millions of human beings, under a moral 
incapacity of doing good; but with the strongest in- 
herent propensities and powers to commit crimes 
that are infinitely evil; thereby to furnish a plausi- 
ble pretext to justify the measure of punishing them 


eternally ? 

If this doctrine be well founded, the devil could 
not have wished for a plan more, or better calcu- 
lated to people his dominions. 

The Calvinists suppose the direful reverse of our 
fortune, with respect to the benevolent disposition 
of the Deity towards us, to have been caused by the 
transgression and fall of Adam: for, say they, 
** Mankind by their fall lost communion with God, 
ire under his wrath and curse, and so made liable 
to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to 
the pains of hell for ever.” 

Quere VIII. What a shocking idea do they enter- 
tain of the moral character of the Deity, and his 
divine government! Who can suppose a human 
being justly liable to God’s wrath and curse in this 
life, and to the pain of hell for ever, for a crime 
committed by another person five or six thousand 
years before the imputed culprit had an existence ? 

Quere IX. Was Adam’s future conduct and fall, 
a matter of contingency with the Deity? Nay, he 
certainly knew that he would eat the forbidden 
fruit; why then should his wrath and indignation 
rise to such a tremendous pitch against millions of 
unborn innocent beings, whose possible future ex- 
istence depended entirely on his own agency; 
which is as necessary in the production of a human 
being at this time, as in producing Adam out of the 
dust of the earth ? 

Quere X. Is it not more rational, more agreeable 
to Scripture, and more consistent with the ideas we 
ought to entertain of the kind Parent of the human 
race, to believe, with the Universalists, that he cre- 
ated the whole human race with the benevolent 
design of making them all eventually happy ; that 
he had wisdom enough to form his plan ; and power 
enough to erecute it; that he has made them moral, 
accountable agents; for which purpose, he has en- 
dued them with knowledge to distinguish between 
good and evil; a free will to choose, and a power to 
act agreeably to their choice? Where either of these 
three powers or faculties are withheld, or are im- 
perfeet, the duties expected of the agent, will be 
proportionally diminished; an idiot not being in 
any degree accountable for his actions. 

If, therefore, we make an improper use of our 
free agency, and are led or impelled by our appe- 
tites or passions, or any kind of temptation, to do 
any action which we know to be wrong or crimi- 





nal, whether we gain our knowledge from revels. 
tion or reason, we are equally criminal. If we ne. 
glect to perform any known duty, we are also crimj- 
nal. If we neglect to improve the means of gaining 
knowledge respecting our duties towards God ang 
man, our ignorance cannot be pleaded in mitiga. 
tion of our crimes, as our ignorance is not inevit. 
able; but caused by neglect. The Deity, in qi) 
such cases, will correct, and sometimes punish sin. 
ners with severity; possibly he may punish some 
refractory sinners for ages; but still, like a king 
parent, for the sole purpose of reclaiming them. 

The only valuable end or design of punishmen:. 
is the reformation of the being punished. But jy 
all cases where this end cannot be attained, and the 
offender can be prevented from injuring other be. 
ings, the farther infliction of punishment can haye 
no other motive than revenge, which can answer yo 
valuable purpose. It would be better after haying 
punished them to a degree adequate to their crimes, 
to suffer them to drop into a state of non-existence. 
than to keep them sinnmg and suffering eter. 
nally. 

If sin is displeasing to the Deity, the sins and 
blasphemies committed in hell, must also displease 
him ;—but it seems he is willing to dispense with 
this inconvenience, for the pleasure of punishing 
them to eternity. 

If it be said, that the eternal punishment of th: 
wicked may be designed as an example to others, 
to deter them from acting as they had done, [ ask, 
to whom can their punishment be a necessary exau- 
ple ? Surely not to the wicked in this life, who nei- 
ther hear their groans, nor see their sufferings. Cer- 
tainly not to the blessed in heaven, who can neither 
be benefited, nor gratified by such a horrid specta- 
cle. It certainly must be to gratify the Devil, as it 
affords him the pleasure of triumphing over the S»- 
viour of mankind. Here, may he say, are the mil- 
lions you fondly imagined you could rescue from my 
power ; for them you left the bosom of your Father; 
for them you assumed the human form; for them 
you suffered many hardships and indignities; for 
them you shed your blood on the cross ; but after 
all this parade, behold, they are mine eternally ; you 
tried to save them, but you could not! Is this the 
triumphant victory the Saviour of mankind was (0 
gain over the powers of darkness ? Is it all to termi- 
nate in peopling the infernal regions, with thos’ 
very beings, who the eternal Father of mercies 
wished and intended should be eternally happy, 1 
singing his praises, world without end? Is it not 
more consistent with the ideas we ought to eater! 
tain of the infinite goodness, wisdom and power 0! 
God, te suppose that the Saviour of mankind will 
go on conquering and to conquer, until he has re- 
leased every human being, who had been held in 
captivity by the enemy of mankind; correcting 
them for their transgressions, with the rod of bene- 
volence, and alluring them by his tender mercies 
and loving kindness, until they become willing in 
the day of his power, to enlist under him, as the 
Captain of their salvation ; that after he has gained 
this complete victory over the powers of darkness, 
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he will deliver up the kingdom entire to his Father, 
that God may be all in all? 

But onthe other hand, should we suppose the Sa- 
»iour, When he comes to give an account of the 
success of his mission, and deliver up the kingdom 
to his Father; to tell him, [ have done my best to 
save the whole human race; but I found their na- 
‘ures so completely deranged and corrupted by 
Adam’s fall, and their appetites and passions so 
thoroughly vitiated, and the devil so amazingly art- 
ful and cunning in suiting his temptations to their 
corrupt appetites and passions, that I was at length 
obliged to come to a compromise with him, and 
sive him up nine-tenths of the human race to re- 
cover one-tenth! ‘This would afford but simall 
grounds for triumph. 

I remain with the most sincere esteem, 
Your Friend, &c. 
——f 

“ HONOUR, TO WHOM HONOUR IS DUE.” 

We last week received, through the medium of 
the Postoffice, the 28th Number of the present 
volume of the Gospet Hera.p, with the Newark 
(N. J.) postmark. This Number contains the long 
article, entitled “Opposition at Morristown.” 
Our unknown friend, who enclosed and sent us this 
Paper, wrote on the margin of the title page, as fol- 
lows— 

“This is a production infinitely INFERNAL. Its 
origin was HELL.—Its author the pevit.—lIts pub- 
lisher hisimp. And its admirers his certain and 
everlasting victims. A READER.” 

Now this unknown friend of ours, we think, was 
under the influence of some extraordinary excite- 
ment. We have never been praised so before ; 
ind our, or rather this Paper’s admirers, if it has 
any, are most assuredly the subjects of very particu- 
lar attention. We hope our friends will not be 
overmuch elated at this encomium from an un- 
known hand. On our part, we take it kindly, and 
sincerely wish the writer of the panegyrick all the 
happiness the present imperfect mode of being will 
afford, and the more durable and abundant joys of a 
better world. 

Should this meet his eye, (and we hope it will,) 
we desire him to consider, whether he has not been 
a little profuse in his phraseology. We assure him, 
that, although some of our kind friends have been 
pleased to express, in flattering terms, their appro- 
bation of this Paper, and the humble labours of its 
editor, still, he never let his vanity so far get the 
better of his judgment, as to suppose this Paper was 
an infinite production! As to its origin, it was the 
city of New-York, (the place of location,) and could 
not therefore be Hell, unless Hell is in the present 
world, and a convertible term with the name of our 
city! As to its author, it was the edilor, who is 
young, in comparison to the old devil, of whom we 
hear so much. Of its publisher, whether the prin- 
ter or the editor is meant, we do not know. Suf- 
fice it, therefore, to say, that the phrase “ Printer’s 
devils,” is so common, that there may be some 
analogy found to authorize the expression, at least, 
in the mind of the writer. But thatthe admirers of 


this Paper should be the “ certain and everlasting 
victims” of the devil, is a terrible conjecture, to say 
the least. We hope better things than these. 

Quere. Would the devil publish a Paper, on 
commence one, which should proclaim his downfall 
and disgrace? He would be a great fool to do this. 
Now our opinion is, that the devil is busy elsewhere * 

fi 
BILLS OF MORTALITY. 

The following table gives the ages of the persons 
who died in the cities of London and New-York, 
in the year 1822, taken from official statements. 
The deaths in London were 18,865—in New-York, 
3,231. 


-Vew- York. London. 

Under two years 1057 3604 
Between two and five 219 2035 
Five and ten 101 932 
Ten and twenty 150 649 
Twenty and thirty 427 1348 
Thirty and forty 421 1905 
Forty and fifty 333 1995 
Fifty and sixty 203 1826 
Sixty and seventy 156 1562 
Seventy and eighty 98 22 

Eighty and ninety 54 6380 
Ninety and an hundred 10 104 
Hundred and upwards 2 2 


REMARKS. 

It appears from an annexed list of diseases, that 
“ upwards of 600 persons died of the Small Pox in 
London within the last year. There was not a 
death of this dreadful malady in New-York. But 
four persons died in London from intemperance, in 
a population of upwards of a million, whereas forty- 
four persons died from intemperance in the city of 
New-York, in a population of about one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand !” 

“There was christened within the city of London 
and bills of mortality, in 1822, males 11,968, females 
11,405—total 23,373. The burials within the same 
limits and time—males 9,483, females 9,381—tota! 
18,865.” 

—~—>—- 
DEDICATIONS. 

The Universalist Chapel lately erected by the 
Universalist Society in Providence, R. I. was dedi- 
cated to the worship of God, Nov. 20th 1822. Ou 
liberal and public spirited brethren who have built 
that costly and ornamental edifice, are entitled to 
much praise, and it is hoped they will receive the 
desired reward of their munificence and labours in 
the advancement of the public morals, and the pro- 
motion of the Redeemer’s cause on earth. The 
Chapel cost about 19,000 dollars; and the sale of 
pews at auction, amounted to $15,000. Brother 
Ballou of Boston, delivered the dedication sermon, 
from Gen. xxviii. 17. 

The Meeting House erected during the last sea- 
son, at Cambridgeport, was dedicated, Dec. 18th, 
1822. The sermon by Brother Ballou, from Deut. 
xiv 23. The house is elegantly neat, and commo- 
dious, in which is a glass chandelier highly orna- 





mental. May our brethren who erected it, conti- 
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nue to enjoy the blessings of Christian worship 
within its walls, and be richly compensated for their 
labour, expenses and liberality. 
Port. Chris. Intel. 
REMARKS. 

God forbid that we should ever “ sow discord 
among brethren.” We would remove those things 
which have a tendency to create and foster evil. 
It is the spirit of honest concern for the prosperity 
of the cause of Truth among our countrymen, that 
induces us to say, that we read with pain, the no- 
tices of “ costly and ornamental edifices,” and 
“much praise” awarded to those who build them. 
Depend upon it, brethren, there is nothing in the 
character and conduct of the disciple of Christ, so 
“ highly ornamental,” so praiseworthy, as the “ visit- 
ing the widow and the fatherless in their afflictions, 
and keeping ourselves unspotted from the world.” 
Our Lord and Master never countenanced “ costly 
and ornamental edifices.” He was plain, and unas- 
suming. A manger was not despised by him; the 
poor were his constant concern, and he was their 
Helper. The smile of contentment, the absence of 
the tear from the face of the widow and the help- 
less, would ornament a Church more than all the 
gold of Ophir. 

As this is the first request of the kind, we hope 
our editorial bretiren will give these few remarks 
in insertion in their papers. ED. 

—< > 
Fyom the (Buffalo) Gospel Advocate. 

Died, at Niagara, on the 29th Jan. last, Mr. 
Peregrine W. Bush, late of Pittsfield, Mass. aged 54 
years; after enduring the most distressing and dis- 
piriting effects of an incurable pulmonary complaint, 
for something more than a year. 

Although a stranger in this country, Mr. Bush 
was respected as a citizen; he was a kind and affec- 
tionate husband and father, and has left a wife and 
two children, to lament so untimely a bereavement 
of their best earthly friend. His illness was of that 
nature that did not produce sudden dissolution, but 
zave him opportunity, coolly to reflect upon the ter- 
mination of his earthly hopes and expectations : and 
to prepare his mind to meet without consternation, 
the important crisis that awaited him. 

On the morning of his death, we were called to 
see him; he retained his mtellectual faculties to the 
last: commending his spirit to Almighty God, he 
died calm and tranquil; possessing an unshaken 
belief in the doctrine of universal happiness and ho- 


liness ; displaying a firmness and magnanimity of 


soul, becoming the saint and philosopher: in full 
reliance on divipe protection—at the same time fur- 
nishing a pleasing proof of the fallacy, and a com- 
plete confutation of that truly peculiar idea, that no 
ene can approach their dissolution, with peace and 
calmness, in belief of the doctrine which he pro- 
fessed. 

A few minutes before his death, he observed, “ I 
am now going to test the realities of another world, 
the world of spirits, and only wish that the curtain 
may drop, and this earthly scene be closed; but I 
would not be impatient; Thy will, QO God, be 





done.” Nota sigh or a groan escaped him—at }), 
departure he sunk, peacefully, into the arms oj 
death ; and, we humbly hope, that his spirit, ray 
somed from sin, by the Saviour of the whole world, 
now reaps congenial joys in the mansions of eterna! 
A. THOMAS. 

P. WHITNEY 


rest. 


-Viagara Falls, Feb. 2, 1823. 
——j>—-— 
MONEY! MONEY! MONEY! 

We have before us a Tract, No. 148, by th, 
* New-York Religious Tract Society,” entitl as J 
Plea for Missions.” This disgusting and hypoerit; 
cal thing is hardly worth any notice. Therefore, 
we shall be brief. The writer of this thing says 
“ Ministers may be said to be sent to the heathen. 
when they are furnished with the means requis), 
to enable them to go, and proclaim, in heathen lands 
the glad tidings of salvation.” Reader, we 
they are sent, but by whom ? “ Glad tidings of sai 
vation.” For whom? Why the heathen. Is ther 
any sincerity in this, when the cry is, The heathen 
God is their enemy ;—his 
This is the 


rant 


are damned for ever ? 
wrath is waxed hot against them, &c. 
cry to get money! 

Look at this—“* O ye, to dwell in your ceile 
houses, and this house [missions] lie waste ? Is 1 
time for you to live sumptuously, abounding in 
wealth, devoted to ease and show, whilst thousands 
are pressing on, in their dark and downward path, 
to death -” &c. Let the clergymen of this city, who 
are continually bawling for money for missions, take 
this to themselves. It will suit them toa hair. 0 
ye hypocrites! First pull the beam out of your ows 
eye. 

—>—— 
A communication in a late paper, after noticinz 
paper, 
the charitable institutions (so called) of the present 
day, and portraying the character of their promo 
ters, concludes by observing: 

oe >t} ¢ = . } . , 2. 

« . . 4 
ug’ The time has arrived when it behooves stxcrr 
and not interested Christians, to beware of that eter- 
nal chattering from the pulpit, and that battery of 
falsehood from prostituted presses, on the subject o! 
Cent Societies, and T'ract Societies, and Missios 
aR¥ Societies, and a thousand other institutions. 
bottomed on speculation, traud, and personal ag 
grandizement.” Phil. Reformer. 

 ——- 
CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 

Our Br. Russell Streeter, Editor of the Portlan4 
“ Christian Intelligencer,” has issued Proposals tot 
publishing that paper in a Royal Quarto form, se 
mi-monthly, at $1, per annum. Subscriptions will 
be received at this office. 

—_——. 
NOTICE 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment o! 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 6% 
Chrystie-street, every Friday Evening, at half-past s» 
o'clock. 

—_p>—- 

.*, We are requested to give Notice, that the Editor of 
this Paper will be in North Salem, Westchester county, 
on Sanday, March 16. 
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